AIRCRAFT OF TODAY
CHAPTER I
FLYING IN ANCIENT LITERATURE
FROM the^ beginning the air has seemed unconquerable, yet intensely desirable. And now that it is at last navigated we feel that the human race has attained a greater glory : nothing so much as this has satisfied man's love of conquest and sense of power.
So impossible* did it seem that few save poets and dreamers considered it. Strangely enough, with nothing scientific to justify their faith, they entertained visions that have now been realized. They saw as with the eye of faith. But the men who first ascended into the air used balloons, contrivances that had.been only in the dimmest way foreshadowed in one or two idle speculations : where aviation has a place in mythology it appears always to have been inspired by the flight of birds, or by the poetic conception of angels and other superior winged beings.
To be able, like the birds, to roam at will in the air was in itself sufficiently desirable to account for the references in ancient literature, although their appearance in the mythology of nearly all races has suggested to many minds that in prehistoric times a civilization existed that possessed the art of flying. Certainly the idea is traceable in writings and in pictures of all the civilizations of which any record remains.
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